
Author Visit Descriptions by Victoria J. Coe 

Writing Workshops for Grades K-5 (Max 3 Hours/Day) 

 
All of my sessions are workshop-style and are best suited to a contained classroom or 
library setting where I can show a powerpoint presentation. It’s fine to combine classes 
of the same grade into one room. Each student will need something to write on such as 
a writer’s notebook and a pencil. 
 

Kindergarten 

Writing Sentences (30-45 minute session) 

I will lead the students through a discussion/brainstorming session about descriptive 

sentences. I will pass out cards with descriptive words on them. We will look at three 

pictures/visual scenes from the picture book, THE THING LOU COULDN’T DO by 

Ashley Spires, and brainstorm a list of descriptive words for the three scenes with our 

cards. I will ask a teacher to tally how many descriptive words we come up with so we 

can try to increase our totals each time. Next, I will help the students each write a 

descriptive sentence based on one of the three scenes. Finally, we will share our 

sentences, and I will read the book to the students. (Note: This session can stretch to 

45 minutes+ if desired. And if so, I will include movement.) 

 

Grade 1 

Writing Paragraphs (30-45 minute session) 

Part 1 – We will discuss 3-5 sentence paragraphs using “The Rule of 3.” Three parts to 

every paragraph. Three types of topic sentences. Up to three supporting details. Three 

ways to conclude a paragraph. I will use facts about a dog’s sense of smell pulled from 

the FENWAY AND HATTIE Classroom Guide to create an example paragraph. 
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Part 2 – I will offer a list of topic ideas, then I will help the students write their own 

paragraphs. Finally, volunteers will share their paragraphs and I will take Q&A.  

 

Grade 2 

Writing Dialogue (45 minute session) 

Part 1 – We’ll look at example pages from the chapter book, DORY FANTASMAGORY 

by Abby Hanlon, that include both dialogue within the text and “speech bubbles” within 

the illustrations. We will analyze POV, character, contextual sentences, dialogue tags, 

punctuation, and paragraph breaks. 

Part 2 – We’ll write our interpretations of one of three images from DORY 

FANTASMAGORY using both descriptive/contextual sentences and dialogue (with 

tags). Volunteers will share their writing and I’ll take Q&A. 

 

Grade 3 

POV, Inference, Adding Detail to Your Writing using a Dog’s POV (One hour session) 

Note: This is my signature author presentation 
 
My hour-long presentation for grades 3-5 or 3-6 is curriculum-based (POV & inference) 
and totally interactive. We jump right in and do three activities together.  
  
The first is called "Shifting your perspective." I show the students a series of four photos 
and we dialogue about what each thing is from both a human's POV and a dog's POV. 
Then they do a quick 1-2 sentence writing activity about one of those things from a 
dog's POV. At the end I ask for volunteers to share what they wrote. 
  
The second is a guided meditation where I invite the students to use their imaginations 
as I guide them through a 3-4 minute scene as a dog going for a walk. When they open 
their eyes I ask them to share their observations with a partner. Then I ask the whole 
class: What was it like to be a dog? 
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Then we're ready for the third activity which is ALWAYS a big hit. I put up a list of places 
on the screen and ask them to choose one place and write a paragraph about that place 
as if they were a dog visiting that place for the very first time. I give them tips as they get 
started and I walk around the room to help those who might need it. That takes about 
five minutes. 
  
Next, I ask for a volunteer to come up and read what they wrote. The rest of us listen for 
details in the student's writing that will enable us to guess or INFER what the place was. 
I keep asking for volunteers to come up and read until we've exhausted the list of places 
on the screen. 
  
If the students have not already read FENWAY AND HATTIE, I read the first three 
pages, and if they have, I jump right into Q&A. We continue Q&A until the hour is up.  
 

Grade 4* 

Showing vs. Telling, Creating fictional characters, Brainstorming/writing character-driven 

Scenes (One hour session) 

Part 1 – We will read the opening scene of HARRIET THE SPY by Louise Fitzhugh 

together & analyze what we learned about the characters. How did the author SHOW 

the character in the prose? Discussion of show vs. tell. 

Part 2 – I will introduce character sketches and we’ll crowd-source an example 

character. Next, students will create their own characters using the same format. I’ll 

show them how to brainstorm a scene that will SHOW that character to the reader. 

Finally, we’ll write & share and I’ll take Q&A. 

 

Grade 5* 

Same as Grade 4, only with more detail 

*Or, if desired, I can do the signature presentation as described for Grade 3 instead. 


